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Wool for future generations

85th IWTO congress Sydney, Australia
Sydney, Australia, has won the right to host the 85th IWTO Congress in 2016, which aims to attract more than 400 influential players in the global wool industry.
With Australia being the world’s largest wool producer and exporter, it is entirely appropriate for the congress to be held in Sydney where the first bale of wool
was exported overseas more than 200 years ago. It is a wonderful opportunity for Australia to showcase its wool industry and many success stories.
The congress will be held in the heart of beautiful Sydney, in the historic The Rocks precinct at the Four Seasons Hotel Sydney.

About the IWTO Congress

Federation of Australian Wool Organisations

The IWTO Congress is the annual meeting for the entire wool industry,
connecting farm with fashion and everyone in between. Woolgrowers,
spinners, weavers, garment manufacturers, designers and retailers are
united for three days, and in Sydney will discuss the role of wool for
future generations.

The 85th IWTO Congress in Australia will be hosted by the Federation of
Australian Wool Organisations (FAWO) in conjunction with the IWTO.

The IWTO Congress provides a strong platform for business networking
and serves as a useful forum for discussion and exchange between
members on issues of interest to the industry.
•
•
•
•
•

Extensive program of local and international speakers covering topics
relevant to all involved in the wool industry
Topics include global consumer trends, market intelligence, trade,
health and wellness, environment, retail trends and education for
future generations
Comprehensive social program including welcome reception, formal
congress dinner and program for partners
Trade exhibitions and displays which will form an integral part of
the congress
Extensive networking opportunities throughout the congress with
international textile manufacturers and fashion retailers.

FAWO provides Australia’s membership of the Australian National
Committee of the IWTO. With virtually all industry sectors as members,
FAWO can also be regarded as the peak industry body in Australia and is
used for addressing major local issues. FAWO’s members are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Australian Council of Wool Exporters & Processors Inc
Australian Wool Innovation Ltd
The National Council of Wool Selling Brokers of Australia Inc.
Australian Wool Testing Authority Ltd
Australian Wool Exchange Ltd
WoolProducers Australia
Cooperative Research Centre for Sheep Industry Innovation
Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Victoria.
Register your interest in attending now by contacting the FAWO
Secretary, Bianca Heaney, at: congress2016@fawo.org.au

3

Your invitation to Sydney
Sydney is such a great destination for the 85th IWTO Congress in April 2016. Planning is
well on the way to ensure that you experience the Australian hospitality and friendship.
There will be around 400 delegates and partners coming from all over the world and we
will make you feel welcome and right at home.
Make it your destination for 2016.
Sydney has lots to offer as the top destination for business travellers. Great location,
great weather, great food, iconic venues which will all ensure great and lasting memories.
Sydney is the birth place of the Australian wool industry. John and Elizabeth Macarthur
introduced the first Spanish Merino sheep and their farm can still be visited today. Since then the Australian
wool industry has grown and is now the largest wool producer in the world. At the other end of the wool
pipeline Australia has also produced many famous fashion designers. All of this and more will be highlighted
at the IWTO Congress in Sydney.
Wool IS the fibre for future generations. It starts in Australia and finds its way all over the world. We need the
younger generation to keep this going through innovation, new technologies, creativity, training and our help
to ensure a sustainable future for all.
Come and share your ideas, knowledge, skills and enthusiasm for this wonderful industry. On behalf of
the Federation of Australian Wool Organisations, this is our invitation to you to come and enjoy our friendly
hospitality and we look forward to seeing you in Sydney in April 2016.
Yours sincerely

Robert Ryan OAM
Chairman
Federation of Australian Wool Organisations
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Australian wool
As the world’s largest wool producer Australia provides an ideal backdrop for industry participants to discuss global trends, innovations and issues.
The program will offer unique opportunities to take part in pre- and post-congress industry activities including visits to wool-growing properties to experience
the source of wool.

Australia’s vibrant wool industry
•
•
•
•
•

Australia is the world’s leading producer of wool, producing around
22% of total production.
Australia’s wool exports accounts for more than two thirds of
the world’s greasy wool exports.
90% of the world’s wool for next-to-skin apparel, which is wool that
is less than 19.5 microns, is produced in Australia.
Australia is home to about 71 million sheep, and close to threequarters of the flock is Merino. The remainder is composed of
crossbred and other breeds of sheep.
Wool is produced in Australia under a range of environmental
conditions, from the highlands of northern and southern NSW
and Tasmania, to the pastoral zones of Western Australia, South
Australia and Queensland.

Australia has the world’s most advanced wool industry. No other
country has such an efficient, transparent and highly developed wool
marketing system; a trained and registered workforce of more than
20,000 wool-classers who prepare clean white Merino wool for the
world’s processors; and objective laboratory test results attached to
almost every bale of Merino wool exported.
Australia’s advanced systems can also trace wool right back to the land
where it was produced, providing consumers with confidence in the
origin and quality of the Merino wool used in the clothes they buy.

Australian farmers have made great advancements in Merino wool
production over the past two hundred years, and today they are
justifiably proud of their tradition of excellence.
Many rural and regional communities continue to be supported by this
most Australian of industries with more than 50,000 Australian farmers
and many tens of thousands more working in the industry. Most farms
continue to be family owned and operated, with unique skills and a
great sense of pride passing from generation to generation.
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Sustainable farming

Wool for future generations

Raised on sustainable grassland terrain, Australian Merino sheep are
well-suited to grazing a variety of natural pastures. For generations, the
farmers who produce this fine wool have shown how the Australian
rural landscape can be managed effectively while protecting the natural
environment, supporting rural communities, and meeting the needs of
increasingly environmentally-aware customers.

The Australian wool industry provides a variety of programs to help young
people develop their careers and support the creation of new knowledge
and practises that the wool industry needs to be innovative in response
to new challenges.

Through selective breeding for quality, Australian farmers continue to
improve the excellence of their Merino flocks. The breeding process
is complex and difficult, requiring skills acquired over many years. The
Australian wool industry invests heavily in research, development and
education to help farmers identify the best animals to breed from,
constantly seeking even finer, softer, Merino wool.
Australian Merino farmers are passionate about maintaining healthy
sheep, both for the welfare of the animals and the quality of the wool
they produce. The Australian industry leads the world in developing and
implementing improvements in Merino sheep welfare.

Opportunities for the next generation include shearer and wool handler
training, wool classer training, scholarships through Nuffield and the
Australian Rural Leadership Program, university studies in sheep and
wool and studies in fashion and textiles.
An example of a new initiative is the National Merino Challenge – a twoday, national breeding competition run by Australian Wool Innovation
which aims to improve the engagement of young people with the Merino
industry by developing their skills and networks.
The Australian Wool Education Trust is another significant supporter of
wool education initiatives in Australia, particularly in wool and wool textile
science and technology.
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Welcome to Sydney
Sydney is a lively and colourful city, filled with cultural activities, cafes, bars, galleries and all of the amenities that would be expected of an economically vibrant
and robust city. Sydney is the capital city of Australia’s most populous state, New South Wales and is Australia’s largest city.
From Sydney’s famous harbour housing the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House, its beautiful coastline including legendary Bondi Beach and
Manly, to the majestic Blue Mountains bordering Sydney with the Greater West, Sydneysiders truly live in a world class, beautiful and multicultural city.

The venue: Four Seasons Hotel Sydney

Getting in and around

Stunningly situated overlooking Sydney Harbour, Four Seasons Hotel
Sydney puts you near the city’s vibrant shopping and business districts.
Take in dramatic harbour views, discover Sydney’s best restaurants, and
explore the famous Rocks district, all near the five-star luxury hotel in
Sydney’s CBD.

Sydney’s Kingsford Smith Airport is Australia’s busiest international
airport. You can fly into Sydney from all the usual international airports
and also from within Australia. Visit www.immi.gov.au to find out if you
require a visa to enter Australia.

Climate
Sydney is considered to have a temperate climate. The Congress is
being held during the autumn months which in the southern hemisphere
start in March and end in May. Sydney generally experiences an average
temperature in April of around 19°C (66°F), with an ocean temperature of
around 22°C (68°F).
Sunrise in April is around 6.15am, with sunset about 5.45pm.

Languages in Sydney
English is Australia’s official language, but Sydney is one of the world’s
most multicultural cities and more than 1.2 million of our residents speak
a different language at home, so you’re sure to find someone who speaks
your ‘lingo’ (that’s Australian for language).

Sydney’s International Terminal (T1) lies only 10km south of the Sydney
CBD. Taxis from the airport are readily available. A train service also
operates regularly from the airport taking 20 minutes to enter the heart
of the city, with the Four Seasons Hotel Sydney being only a short walk
from the nearest train station.
Sydney trains and buses are a great way to explore different suburbs
of Sydney, and a ferry service is also a common mode of transport to
get to harbourside locations. Smartphone applications such as TripView
are available for free download which provides Sydney bus/train/ferry
timetable data on your phone.

Money
Australia uses the Australian Dollar, with major banks (Commonwealth
Bank, NAB, ANZ, Westpac, St George and Citibank) offering currency
exchange. There are plenty of ATMs (cashpoints) throughout Sydney, and
both American Express and Travelex have CBD branches.
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Things to do in Sydney
Circular Quay and the Rocks
Australia’s convict history began at the Rocks, and heritage buildings still line the
narrow, atmospheric laneways today, as do the weekend markets.
With vibrant shopping, bars, cafes and restaurants with a view, the foreshore of
Sydney Harbour is home to two true icons of the city: the Sydney Harbour Bridge
and Sydney Opera House. Walk across the bridge to Kirribilli and Milsons Point for a
different perspective of the harbour.
For the adventurous type, walk over the top of the bridge with Sydney Bridge Climb.
Or why not see what performances are on in one of the five concert halls of the
Sydney Opera House.
Make the most of your time in the Rocks and visit the Royal Botanic Gardens,
established in 1816 as the colony’s vegetable patch. Pack a picnic and enjoy the
spectacular view. Sydney’s Government House is also in the gardens, completed in
1845 and crowned the most ambitious and lavish building in NSW. Today it is open
to the public three days a week.

Sydney Royal Easter Show (17-30 March, 2016)
The Sydney Royal Easter Show is Australia’s largest annual event, attracting close
to 900,000 people each year. It is a celebration of Australian culture, from our rural
traditions such as wool-growing to our modern day lifestyles, providing unique
experiences for everyone.
Each year the country and city join together to enjoy agricultural competitions,
animal experiences, entertainment, carnival fun, shopping and much more. If you
are coming to Sydney before the congress, be sure to visit www.eastershow.com.
au for all the latest event details.

Bondi Beach
While golden sands, turquoise waters and perfect waves make Bondi Beach
an iconic Sydney attraction, there is plenty to do beyond the surf. Fine dining,
eclectic shopping markets, gorgeous coastal walks and a buzzing nightlife can
all be experienced in Bondi.

Chinatown
Capturing the colour and excitement of Asian streetlife, Chinatown offers
an exciting mix of restaurants, food halls, noodle bars and quirky gift
shops. Bargain-shops and Asian supermarkets also bring many visitors to
the area, especially on weekends. Chinatown is a 15-minute walk from the
Congress venue.

Taronga Zoo
Only 12 minutes by ferry from Circular Quay, with breathtaking views of
Sydney Harbour, Taronga Zoo is a favourite for both locals and tourists. With
over 4000 animals to see and more than 20 zookeeper talks and shows,
there’s always a reason to visit the zoo.

Luna Park
With spectacular views of the harbour, Sydney’s much-loved Luna Park is a
superbly restored 1930s amusement park where everyone goes just to have
fun. Take yourself on crazy rides like the Tango Train or nostalgic favourites
such as the beautifully restored Ferris Wheel.
Further information >> www.sydney.com
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Escape the city
For those with more time on their hands, discover Sydney’s backyard and drive around New South Wales. New
South Wales is the most populous state in Australia and is home to a diverse range of people from across
the globe.
With beaches from Byron Bay in the north to Eden in the south lining the entire east coast, to the Big Merino
(in Goulburn) and beautiful landscapes ranging from the rainforests of the Wollumbin National Park in the north
east to the Strzlecki Desert in the west (bordering South Australia and Queensland), this state has it all.
Drive a few hours north, south or west from Sydney and you will quickly discover regional gems full of
surprises, including:

Hunter Valley
Food, craft beer, cheese, chocolate, olives – and most importantly wine – the Hunter Valley is the oldest wine
region in Australia, known for its semillon and shiraz, and is a gourmet getaway offering a taste of the good
life. Join a day tour from Sydney or enjoy the perfect two-night escape to really discover the fruits of this jewel.
About 2.5 hours from Sydney, be sure to book accommodation in advance as weekends are popular with
Sydneysiders too. Visit www.huntervalley.com for further information.

Blue Mountains
Blue Mountains and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is well known for its immense natural
beauty. All of this is located on the western doorstep of Sydney. Enjoy spectacular views of the Three Sisters
rock formations at Echo Point (Katoomba) and experience Aboriginal culture at the nearby Waradah Aboriginal
Centre. For those feeling energetic there are plenty of hiking paths to be discovered. Or for those wanting to
rejuvenate why not indulge in the local produce and day spas.
Further information >> www.visitnsw.com
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Travel the country
Australia has a vibrant history that reaches back more than 50,000 years through to the modern multicultural country that it is today. Australia as a continent has
much to offer people visiting our vast nation, from the Red Centre to the Great Barrier Reef, cosmopolitan cities to vast national parks. For those that are a little
more adventurous than others, to those that prefer the creature comforts and a touch of luxury, Australia has it all.

Uluru, the Red Heart of the continent, is sacred to the local Pitjantjatjara tribe that live there. It is believed to have been created some 600 million years ago
and is found in the southern part of the Northern Territory in the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park. QANTAS, Jetstar and Virgin Australia all offer flights from Sydney
to Uluru.
The Great Barrier Reef is a natural wonder of the world and can be seen from outer space. This is located off the eastern coast of Queensland, with the closet
airport being Cairns. With 2000km of colourful coral and tropical fish, it makes for some of the best scuba diving and snorkelling in the world.
The Great Ocean Road is a scenic road built between the Victorian cites of Torquay and Allansford; this road was built by returned soldiers between 1919
and 1932 and dedicated to those that were killed in World War 1. From world-class surfing breaks (Bells Beach) to sheer limestone cliffs, why not hire a car in
Melbourne and drive all the way across the border to Adelaide.
Sovereign Hill in Victoria, Australia’s foremost outdoor museum, re-creates Ballarat’s first ten years after the discovery of gold in 1851 when thousands of
international adventurers rushed to the Australian goldfields in search of fortune. By night, Sovereign Hill presents its spectacular, multi-million dollar sound- andlight show, ‘Blood on the Southern Cross’, the dramatic story of the 1854 Eureka Uprising.
Canberra is the capital city of Australia. It is home to the national parliament, the Australian War Memorial and many other culturally significant buildings and
can be driven to from Sydney is just a few hours.
Port Arthur was a convict settlement and is a remnant of Australasia’s penal colony history and some of the first European settlement of Australia. This cultural
treasure is located in Tasmania.
Further information >> www.australia.com
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Top class sport
Sport is something of a national obsession in Australia, so you’ll find no problem in
finding a top class game to watch. Or if you’re looking to take part yourself, then
there are plenty of options, from world ranking golf courses through to jogging
around Sydney Harbour.

Footy
Australians are avid followers of ‘footy’, a phrase in Australia that can mean soccer,
rugby union, rugby league, and Australian Rules Football. The professional playing
seasons of all four forms of footy are under way around the time of the IWTO
Congress, so why not catch a game while you are in town.

Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix
Opening the Formula One World Championship series at the end of March, the
Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne is the most watched sporting event held in
Australia. The best spot is trackside at the Albert Park street circuit, which has a
range of great viewing spots.

Horse racing
Horse racing is regularly held at Sydney’s four main horse racing venues – and Royal
Randwick, Rosehill Gardens, Warwick Farm and Canterbury Park – and spread over
most of March and April, the Sydney Autumn Carnival will be under way around the
period of the IWTO Congress.

Golf
If your idea of sport is spending a day practicing your swing in the fresh air
and sunshine, Sydney is the perfect destination for a golfing getaway. Whether
you’re staying in Sydney or travelling further afield, you’ll find plenty of excellent
golfing options.

Sponsorship
opportunities
As the foremost event for the global wool
industry each year, the IWTO Congress is
the must attend event for the leaders of
the industry.
Sponsoring the congress will enable your
organisation to maximise its visibility and
reach a uniquely targeted audience. It is an
opportunity not to be missed.
You can choose from a wide range of
sponsorship opportunities.
An early commitment will mean a
greater exposure and a greater return on
your investment.
For
further
information,
contact
the Federation of Australian Wool
Organisations now on +613 9311 0103 or
congress2016@fawo.org.au
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Register your interest in attending the IWTO 2016 Congress in Sydney
by contacting the FAWO Secretary, Bianca Heaney, at: congress2016@fawo.org.au
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